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Figure 1
World milk prices 2000-2010
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Farm buildings must be maintained in a safe condition 
to ensure the safety of the users of the buildings and the 
buildings themselves. They should be inspected regularly and 
especially before and after extreme weather conditions. On 
foot of these inspections maintenance and repair work must 
be carried out as appropriate. 

FBD, Teagasc and the HSA have produced a practical 
guidance booklet on safe farm building practices. The 
guidelines highlight the major building hazards and the 
practical preventive measures that need to be taken to 
prevent serious accidents and fatalities.

Falls from heights are the main cause of fatalities and serious 
injury when maintenance and repair work is being done. 

It is essential that every precaution is taken to ensure the 

safety of all persons working at height. It must be ensured 

that:

supervised and carried out safely; 

appropriately inspected; 

When carrying out work at height always ensure that there is 

a safe means of access.

secured at the top, and extends at least one meter above 
the roof access level.

system of fall prevention or fall protection in place.

cherry picker may be more appropriate.

means of access to height.

contractors.

Always Think 
Safety First!

Are the Buildings on Your Farm Safe?

farmsafely.com
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